
 

Geography Milestones 

 

Year 3 and 4  



 

Threshold Concept Milestone 1 
Year 1 and 2 

Milestone 2 
Year 3 and 4 

Milestone 3 
Year 5 and 6 

To investigate places • Ask and answer geographical 
questions (such as: What is this 
place like? What or who will I see in this 
place? What do people do in this 
place?). 
• Identify the key features of a location 
in order to say whether it is a city, town, 
village, coastal or rural area. 
• Use world maps, atlases and globes to 
identify the United Kingdom and its 
countries including characteristics, 
capital cities and surrounding seas, as 
well as being able to name and locate 
the world’s continents and oceans. 
• Use simple fieldwork and observational 
skills to study the geography of the 

school and the key human and physical 
features of its surrounding environment. 
• Use aerial images and plan 
perspectives to recognise landmarks 
and basic physical features. 

 
 

• Ask and answer geographical 
questions about the physical and human 
characteristics of a location. 
• Explain own views about locations, 
giving reasons. 
• Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to locate 
countries and describe features. 
• Use fieldwork to observe and record 
the human and physical features in the 
local area using a range of methods 
including sketch maps, plans and graphs 
and digital technologies. 
• Use a range of resources to identify 
the key physical and human features of 
a location. 

 Name and locate the major cities of 
the United Kingdom and capital 
cities of major countries in Europe 
and the rest of the world using 
maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping. 

Will create a case study of contrasting 
locations that describes identifying 
human and physical features including 
hills, mountains, cities, rivers, key 
topographical features and land uses.  

• Collect and analyse statistics and 
other information in order to draw clear 
conclusions about locations. 
• Identify and describe how the physical 
features affect the human activity within 
a location. 
• Use a range of geographical resources 
to give detailed descriptions and 
opinions of the characteristic features of 
a location. 
• Use different types of fieldwork 
sampling (random and systematic) to 
observe, measure and record the human 
and physical features in the local area. 
Record the results in a range of ways. 
• Analyse and give views on the 

effectiveness of different geographical 
representations of a location (such as 
aerial images compared with maps and 
topological maps - as in London’s Tube 
map). 
• Name and locate some of the 
countries and cities of the world and 
their identifying human and physical 
characteristics, including hills, 
mountains, rivers, key topographical 
features and land-use patterns; and 
understand how some of these aspects 
have changed over time. 
• Name and locate the countries of 
North and South America and identify 
their main physical and human 
characteristics. 

  



 

Threshold Concept Milestone 1 
Year 1 and 2 

Milestone 2 
Year 3 and 4 

Milestone 3 
Year 5 and 6 

To investigate patterns • Understand geographical similarities 
and differences through studying the 
human and physical geography of a 
small area of the United Kingdom and of 
a contrasting non- European country. 
• Identify seasonal and daily weather 
patterns in the United Kingdom and the 
location of hot and cold areas of the 
world in relation to the Equator and the 
North and South Poles. 

 

• Name and locate the Equator, 
Northern Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle 
and date time zones. Describe some of 
the characteristics of these geographical 
areas. 
• Describe geographical similarities and 
differences between countries. 

 

• Identify and describe the geographical 
significance of latitude, longitude, 
Equator, Northern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics 
of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and 
Antarctic Circle, and time zones 
(including day and night). 
• Understand some of the reasons 
for geographical similarities and 
differences between countries. 
• Describe how locations around the 
world are changing and explain some of 
the reasons for change. 
• Describe geographical diversity across 
the world. 
• Describe how countries and 
geographical regions are interconnected 
and interdependent. 

  



 

Threshold Concept Milestone 1 
Year 1 and 2 

Milestone 2 
Year 3 and 4 

Milestone 3 
Year 5 and 6 

To communicate geographically • Use basic geographical vocabulary to 
refer to: 
• key physical features, including: 

beach, coast, forest, hill, mountain, 
ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation and 
weather. 
• key human features, including:  

city, town, village, factory, farm, house, 
office and shop. 
• Use compass directions (north, south, 
east and west) and locational language 
(e.g. near and far) to describe the 
location of features and routes on a 
map. 
• Devise a simple map and use and 
construct basic symbols in a key.  
• Use simple grid references (A1, B1). 

• Describe key aspects of: 
• physical geography, including: 

volcanoes and earthquakes and the 
water cycle. 
• human geography, including: 

settlements and land use. 
• Use the eight points of a compass, 
four-figure grid references, symbols and 
key to communicate knowledge of the 
United Kingdom and the wider world. 

• Describe and understand key aspects 
of: 
• physical geography, including:  

climate zones, biomes and vegetation 
belts, rivers and mountains. 
• human geography, including: 

settlements, land use, economic activity 
including trade links, and the 
distribution of natural resources 
including energy, food, minerals, and 
water supplies. 
• Use the eight points of a compass, six-
figure grid references, symbols and a 
key (that uses standard Ordnance 
Survey symbols) to communicate 
knowledge of the United Kingdom and 
the world. 
• Create maps of locations identifying 
patterns (such as: land use, climate 
zones, population densities, height of 
land). 

  



 

 

YEAR 3 + 4 

POP TASKS  



 

TO INVESTIGATE PLACES 

Milestone: Ask and answer geographical questions about the physical and human characteristics of a location using a 
range of resources. 

Basic Advancing Deep 
 To ask and answer physical geographical 

questions such as: 
- What is the climate like? 
- What are the topographical features? 
- What impact does the environment have 

on settlements? 
 To ask and answer human geographical 

questions such as: 
- Where is the population most dense and 

why? 
- What impact do humans have on the 

natural environment? 
 

 To ask and find answers to geographical 
questions with greater independence about 
a different physical environment. 

 To ask and find answers to geographical 
questions with greater independence about 
different human settlements. 
 

 To independently ask and answer questions, 
using the correct geographical terminology 
to describe human and physical 
characteristics of contrasting locations.  

Milestone: Explain own views about locations, giving reasons. 

Basic Advancing Deep 
 To be able to explain what is liked about a 

location. 
 To be able to explain what is disliked about a 

location.  

 To be able to use the correct geographical 
vocabulary to explain their likes and dislikes 
with appropriate reasons why.  

 To able to provide a balanced discussion that 
takes into account differing points of view 
regarding a locality or human impact on the 
environment.  



 

Milestone: Name and locate the major cities of the United Kingdom and capital cities of major countries in Europe and the 
rest of the world using maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping. 

Basic Advancing Deep 
 With some support, use a variety of different 

types of map including globes, atlases and 
digital media. 

 To be able to name and locate capital cities 
including: 
London, Cardiff, Edinburgh, Dublin, Belfast 

 To be able to name and locate major cities of 
the UK including: 
Birmingham, Derby, Nottingham, 
Manchester, Newcastle, Liverpool, Glasgow 

 

 To be able confidently use various mapping 
resources to find the location of different 
places. 

 To be able to also name capital cities for 
major countries in Europe and the rest of the 
world including: 
Paris, Madrid, Berlin, Rome, Bern, 
Washington DC, Tokyo, Beijing, Canberra, 
Moscow 

 

 To interpret the information contained 
within an atlas to describe a locality such as 
average temperatures, rainfall, population 
etc.   

Milestone: Use fieldwork to observe and record the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods 
including sketch maps, plans and graphs and digital technologies.  (Darley Abbey) 

Basic Advancing Deep 
 To be able to complete a tally survey of an 

area having been given defined parameters.  
 To complete a sketch and include features 

given. 
 To make observations and describe key 

human and physical features of an area.  

 To create a sketch map for themselves and 
decide what annotations need to be made to 
describe their observations.  

 Complete a survey to build their 
understanding of the human and physical 
features of an area and present their findings 
appropriately.  

 To be able to make conclusions about an 
area based on the primary information 
collected through fieldwork. 

  



 

TO INVESTIGATE PATTERNS 

Milestone: 
Name and locate the Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle and date time zones. Describe some of the characteristics of these 
geographical areas. 

Basic Advancing Deep 
 To be able to locate and label onto a map 

the: 
Equator, northern hemisphere, southern 
hemisphere, tropics and Arctic/Antarctic 
Circles.  

 To be able to explain the types of climate 
experienced within the above zones. 

 To have an understanding of time zones 
across the world.  

 

 To be able to give a reasonably detailed 
explanation as to why particular zones have 
the climate they experience.   

 To be able to explain why we have different 
time zones.  

 In what ways have humans had to adapt to 
survive in these locations? 

Milestone: • Describe geographical similarities and differences between countries. 
 

Basic Advancing Deep 
 To explain similarities (either human or 

physical) for different countries.  
 To explain difference (either human or 

physical) for different countries.  
 

 To use a range of resources to describe 
similarities and differences between 
contrasting regions for: 
Rainfall, temperature, population, 
topography, landmass, land use etc. 
 

 Where would be the ideal place to build your 
home and why not at a contrasting location? 

  



 

TO COMMUNICATE GEOGRAPHICALLY 

Milestone: 
Describe key aspects of:  
physical geography, including volcanoes and earthquakes and the water cycle. 
human geography, including settlements and land use. 

 

Basic Advancing Deep 
 To be able to describe the processes that 

take place in the water cycle.  
 To understand how volcanoes are formed. 
 To be able to explain what an earth quake is 

and how they happen.  
 To be able to name and locate famous 

volcanoes around the world.  

 To be able to explain what is meant by 
precipitation, evaporation and condensation 
and where this takes place in the water cycle.  

 To know what is meant by tectonic plates 
and how their movement can cause 
earthquakes to take place.  

 To be able to use the correct geographical 
vocabulary to describe the formation of a 
volcano including chamber, magma, lava 
tube, crater etc.  

 To use geographical vocabulary appropriately 
and link to other areas of learning.   

Milestone: Use the eight points of a compass, four-figure grid references, symbols and key to communicate knowledge of 
the United Kingdom and the wider world. 

Basic Advancing Deep 
 To name and use the 8 compass points.  
 To begin using 4-figure grid references. 
 To identify key map symbols including rivers, 

roads, buildings (e.g. churches) etc.  

 To use 4 figure grid references and apply in 
real life situations (e.g. indoor orienteering). 

 To create their own maps of their locality, 
using the correct OS symbols. 

 To compare and contrast the effectiveness of 
their map compared to the actual OS map, 
think about scale etc.  



 

 


