
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 

 

AUTHOR BIOGRAPHY 
 

Who is Malorie Blackman? 
She was born on February 8, 
1962, in London, England. 
Her parents separated when 
Blackman was 13 years old. 
During this difficult time, she 
created fantasies in her head 
and wrote down secret poems. 

 
At an early age she noticed 
the lack of diversity in 
childrens fiction and 
challenged this. 
Blackman’s books always 
feature black characters. This 
is because none of the 
characters in the stories she 
read as a child were black. 
Blackman felt that this was a 
problem, and she vowed to 
solve it as a writer. 

AUTUMN TERM 
 

 
 

WARNING TALE 

This is a book with three mystery stories.  
THE BLURB: 
In Deadly Dare, there’s a new craze at Theo 
and Ricky’s school. The rules are simple. Write 
a dare, put it in the bag and take turns to 
pick one out. But on the night Ricky does his 
dare and enters the deserted warehouse he 
disappears. What secrets does the warehouse 
hold and how much does new girl Angela 
know about what happened? Theo needs to 
find the answers before it’s too late . . . 

VOCABULARY 
Inflicit – (Verb) cause (something unpleasant or painful) to be 
suffered by someone or something. 
"they inflicted serious injuries on three other men" 
 
possibility – (Noun) a thing that may happen or be the case. 
"relegation remains a distinct possibility 
 
furiously – (Adverb) furiously : in an extremely angry 
manner. 
"He furiously denies the claims" 

SPRING TERM 
 

 
 

WARNING TALE 
 

THE BLURB 
Beans calls her dad ‘Gadgetman’ because of the weird and 
wonderful gadgets he comes up with – everything from 
exploding biscuits to Spy Kits. But when Gadgetman 
accidentally invents a device that could be used to steal 
millions of pounds, the wrong people find out and Gadgetman 
is kidnapped! 
With the help of her friends – and her special Gadgetman 
Spy Kit – Beans is determined to track down the kidnappers 
and rescue her dad. But can she find Gadgetman before he is 
forced to hand over the details of his invention…? 

VOCABULARY 
Fiddled – (Verb) past tense: fiddled; past participle: fiddled 
touch or fidget with something in a restless or nervous way. 
"Lena fiddled with her cup" 
 
Trampled – (Verb) past tense: under one's feet; on the ground. 
Beans was nearly trampled underfoot. 
 
Briefcase – noun 
a leather or plastic rectangular container with a handle for 
carrying books and documents 

SUMMER TERM 
 

 
 

WARNING TALE 
 

 
THE BLURB 
MESSAGE: This is the system operator. Who is using 
this account? Please identify yourself . . . 

When Vicky's father is arrested, accused of stealing 
over a million pounds from the bank where he works, 
she is determined to prove his innocence. But how? 
There's only one way - to attempt to break into the 
bank's computer files. 

Even if Vicky is the best hacker in the world, will she 
find the real thief before they find her? 

            VOCABULARY 
speckled –(adjective) covered or marked with a large number 

of small spots or patches of colour. 

"a large speckled brown egg" 

infested – verb: (of insects or animals) be present (in a place 

or site) "the house is infested with cockroaches" 

scoffed – (Verb) speak to someone or about something in a 

scornfully derisive or mocking way. 

"Patrick professed to scoff at soppy love scenes in films" 
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