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1. Overview of School Context

Roe Farm is a primary school for both boys and girls aged 3-11 years. Children come from a range of duel and single parent families and there is a wide variety of differing family backgrounds. The school has an increasing number of children from differing cultural backgrounds and religions. Throughout the school there are a number of children with a range of special needs.
2. Purpose
Religious Education contributes dynamically to children and young people’s education in schools by provoking challenging questions about meaning and purpose in life, beliefs about God, ultimate reality, issues of right and wrong and what it means to be human.  In RE pupils learn about and from religions and worldviews in local, national and global contexts, to discover, explore and consider different answers to these questions.  Pupils learn to weigh up the value of wisdom from different sources, to develop and express their insights in response, and to agree or disagree respectfully.  

Teaching therefore should equip pupils with systematic knowledge and understanding of a range of religions and worldviews, enabling them to develop their ideas, values and identities. It should develop in pupils an aptitude for dialogue, so that they can participate positively in society, with its diverse religions and worldviews. Pupils should gain and deploy the skills needed to understand, interpret and evaluate texts, sources of wisdom and authority and other evidence. They should learn to articulate clearly and coherently their personal beliefs, ideas, values and experiences while respecting the right of others to differ.
3. Legal Requirements

The Education Act 2002 stipulates that RE must be provided for all registered pupils in state-funded schools in England, including those in the sixth form, unless withdrawn by their parents (or withdrawing themselves if they are aged 18 or over).

Religious Education is determined at a local level with a locally agreed syllabus.  This is a statutory syllabus for RE recommended by an Agreed Syllabus Conference for adoption by a local authority.  Local authority maintained schools without a religious character, such as Roe Farm Primary, must follow the locally agreed syllabus.

An RE curriculum must reflect the fact that the religious traditions in Great Britain are in the main Christian, while taking account of the teaching and practices of the other principal religions represented in Great Britain.

The agreed syllabus has a duty to take care that information or knowledge included in the curriculum is conveyed in a pluralistic manner and must accord equal respect to different religious convictions, and to non-religious belief.

4. The Right to Withdraw

Parents have the right to withdraw their children from religious education on the grounds that they wish to provide their own religious education (School Standards and Framework Act 1998 S71 (3)). 

This will be the parents’ responsibility. However, in line with good practice, a member of SLT will talk to parents to ensure that they understand the aims and value of RE before honouring this right.  A letter will need to be completed and signed by the parent and kept on the pupil’s record.
The following sections highlight Roe Farm Primary School’s Religious Education INTENT

5. Aims 

The principal aim of RE is to engage pupils in systematic enquiry into significant human questions which religion and worldviews address, so that they can develop the understanding and skills needed to appreciate and appraise varied responses to these questions, as well as develop responses of their own.
The aims of Religious Education at Roe Farm Primary School follow those outlined in The Derby City Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education. These aims are:
· To ensure that every pupil’s statutory entitlement to RE is met, irrespective of their faith or belief, and within this to encourage pupils to explore questions of spirituality, identity, ethics, discrimination and prejudice.

· To enable pupils to develop religious literacy and conceptual understanding of what it means to be a person of faith or no faith.

· To encourage pupils to articulate their own ideas and experience of religion, belief and spirituality.

· To encourage all pupils and teachers to experience RE as an exciting subject that feeds into an understanding of what it means to live in Derbyshire and Derby City and our wider world communities and to promote harmony and good community relations.

· To encourage teachers to produce RE lessons that are challenging, inspiring and engaging to everyone.

· To assist pupils to engage critically with ideas and understanding of religion and belief systems, given the nature of our society, its speed of change and growing social media influences. RE studies how religions and world views shape and are shaped by the societies in which pupils live, promoting deepening understanding of those belief systems.

· To promote interactive, creative and experiential learning that promotes social and ethnic accord alongside the endorsement of fundamental British Values, so that schools will be supported in visiting places of worship, community meeting places and communicating with different social groups across the local community.
6. Curriculum Time and Provision
	Year Group
	Curriculum Time per Year

	Foundation Stage 1 (Nursery)
	~ 5% curriculum time

	Foundation Stage 2 (Reception)
	36 hours

	Key Stage 1
	36 hours

	Key Stage 2
	45 hours


EYFS 1 (Nursery):  Although not compulsory for this age group, religious education will be included in within their provision equating to approximately 5% of curriculum time. 

EYFS 2 (Reception):  Approximately 50minutes per week or some shorter sessions implemented through continual provision. 

Key Stage One:  Minimum of one hour per fortnight with two RE days per year.  

Key Stage Two:  Minimum of one hour per fortnight with four RE days per year.
7. Breadth of Study

The Derby City Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education stipulates the minimum required religions to be studied.  Should it be appropriate, based on the cohort or national and international events, further religious traditions may also be incorporated.

	Year Group
	Religious Areas of Study

	Foundation Stage 1 (Nursery)
	Children will encounter Christianity and other faiths, as part of their growing sense of self, their own community and their place within it.

	Foundation Stage 2 (Reception)
	

	Key Stage 1
	Christians and Muslims or Jewish people

	Key Stage 2
	Christians, Muslims, Hindus and Jewish people


The following sections highlight Roe Farm Primary School’s Religious Education IMPLEMENTATION

8. Planning
Planning for Progression – Long Term Planning

[image: image2.png]RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

BELIEVING 1.1 Who is a Christian and what do they | L2.1 What do different people believe U2.1 Why do some people believe God
believe? about God? exists?
1.2 Who is a Muslim and what do they L2.2 Why is the Bible so important for U2.2 What would Jesus do? Can we live
believe? Christians today? by the values of Jesus in the twenty-first
1.3 Who is Jewish and what do they L2.3 Why is Jesus inspiring to some century?
believe? people? U2.3 What do religions say to us when
1.4 What can we learn from sacred life gets hard?
books?
EXPRESSING 1.5 What makes some places sacred? L2.4 Why do people pray? U2.4 If God is everywhere, why go to a
1.6 How and why do we celebrate L2.5 Why are festivals important to place of worship?
special and sacred times? religious communities? U2.5 Is it better to express your beliefs
L2.6 Why do some people think that life | in arts and architecture or in charity and
is a journey and what significant generosity?
experiences mark this?
LIVING 1.7 What does it mean to belong to L2.7 What does it mean to be a U2.6 What does it mean to be a

a faith community?

1.8 How should we care for others
and the world, and why does it
matter?

Christian in Britain today?
L2.8 What does it mean to be a

Hindu in Britain today?
L2.9 What can we learn from

religions about deciding what is right
and wrong?

Muslim in Britain today?

U2.7 What matters most to
Christians and Humanists?

U2.8 What difference does it make
to believe in ahimsa (harmlessness),
grace, and/or Ummah (community)?




The Derby City Agreed Syllabus outlines three strands of learning (threshold concepts) each with key questions which serve as a line of enquiry (milestones).  These allow for clear progression between stages of education.   
[image: image3.png]Milestone:

> Talk about the fact that Christians believe in God
and follow the example of Jesus (A1).

> Recognise some Christian symbols and images
used to express ideas about God (A3).

BELIEVING

1.1 Who is a Christian and what do they believe?

Advancing

> Talk about some simple ideas about Christian
beliefs about God and Jesus (A1).

> Re-tell a story that shows what Christians might
think about God, in words, drama and pictures,
suggesting what it means (A2).

> Talk about issues of good and bad, right and
wrong arising from the stories (C3).

> Ask some questions about believing in God and
offer some ideas of their own (C1).

Make links between what Jesus taught and what
Christians believe and do (A2).

Respond thoughtfully to a piece of Christian
music and a Bible text that inspired it (B1).

Milestone:

» Talk about the fact that Muslims believe in God
(Allah) and follow the example of the Prophet
Muhammad identify some ways Muslims mark
Ramadan and celebrate Eid-yl-Fitr (A1).

» Recognise that Muslims do not draw Allah or the
Prophet, but use calligraphy to say what God is
like (A3).

1.2 Who is a Muslim and what do they believe?

Advancing

> Talk about some simple ideas about Muslim
beliefs about God, making links with some of the
99 Names of Allah (A1).

> Re-tell a story about the life of the Prophet
Muhammad (A2).

> Recognise some objects used by Muslims and
suggest why they are important (A2).

> Identify some ways Muslims mark Ramadan and
celebrate Eid-ul-Fifr.and how this might make
them feel (B1).

Make links between what the Holy Qur'an says
and how Muslims behave (A2).

Ask some questions about God that are hard to
answer and offer some ideas of their own (C1).




Each milestone is further broken down into differentiated learning outcomes thus allowing for further progression within each year group / stage.

Each year group completes a medium term plan which shows when and how these objectives are being met.
9. Teaching and Learning Styles

At Roe Farm Primary School, we acknowledge the range of learning styles of the children and aim to differentiate teaching styles to meet the needs of the children. We also recognise that children learn at different stages and we provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the tasks to the ability of the child by:

· Setting open ended tasks which allow for a variety of outcomes at different levels.

· Grouping children in ways appropriate to tasks either by ability or by a mixed range of abilities together.
· Providing a range of resources to meet the ability and needs of the children, adapting them where necessary.

· Using support staff effectively within the classroom to support the learning and development of the children.

· Providing achievable and realistic goals for the children to achieve, and extending children to a higher level where appropriate.

10. Resources

We are fortunate to have a range of resources available to support the delivery of religious education.  Some resources are owned by the school having been acquired over many years and some came from the Derbyshire School Library Service when it shut down in 2019.  

Resources are in the curriculum store which is accessible to all staff.  Resources are organised based on religion/festival and staff are asked to ensure that all items are returned to the correct boxes promptly after use.  It is the responsibility of all staff to ensure that resources are handled and cared for in a respectful manner. 
11. School Visits/Visitors

Teachers are encouraged to take children on visits to support teaching and learning wherever possible. Visits will be planned in consultation with office staff and risk assessments completed to ensure the safety of the children.

Where possible, visitors are encouraged to come to school in order to discuss different religions, beliefs and cultures at an age appropriate level with the children.

These will planned for in advance and in partnership with the subject coordinator in order to ensure progression throughout the school. 

The following sections highlight Roe Farm Primary School’s Religious Education IMPACT

12. Assessment and Recording

Assessment can be categorised in two ways; assessment for learning (formative) and assessment of learning (summative):
· Assessment for learning (AFL) is process by which assessment information is collected and used by teachers to adjust their short term teaching strategies.  This might include but not limited to, pupils’ responses to questioning, outcomes from learning tasks, observations or through pupils’ self-assessments.  This method will form the basis of assessment of religious education at Roe Farm Primary. 

· Assessment of Learning (AOL) refers to strategies designed to confirm what pupils know.  This is usually conducted through tests.  This would not be standard practice for religious education in a primary setting however staff may consider using a quiz at the end of the unit if they feel it appropriate.
In line with the school’s policy on assessment, teachers will record at the end of each academic year how well pupils have progressed towards their milestones using the O’Track system.  At the end of each key stage, the Derby City Agreed Syllabus have proved a series of statements to further support this judgement.  Currently this information is not required beyond our own purposes in order to ensure high quality teaching and learning opportunities.
13. Monitoring and Assessment of Religious Education Within School

Monitoring of religious education will take place in line with the schools monitoring policy.  This will be conducted by the subject leader with the support of SLT.  It should include the following each term:

· Learning Walk

· Book Look

· Pupil Discussions

· Planning Review

Each year the subject leader should also:

· Review and audit RE resources

· Analyse milestone/curriculum coverage

· Conduct CPD audit and arrange training where required

· Review subject action plan and report to Curriculum Leader / Governors

14. Related Policies
This policy should viewed in partnership with the following additional policies: 

· PSHE Policy

· Curriculum Policy

· Monitoring Policy

· Behaviour Policy

· Equal Opportunities Policy

· Anti-bullying Policy 
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