
Roe Farm Primary School 
Curriculum Provision 

 
Different curricular subjects are taught in a planned and meaningful way. We aim to achieve high 
standards and continuing progress for all our children, offering a broad and balanced curriculum 
whilst emphasising the acquisition of basic skills in Literacy, Numeracy and ICT. The teachers and 
all support teaching staff plan together. Planned work includes developing the skills and 
understanding that need to be developed as well as knowledge to be acquired.  Teachers have 
high expectations for all pupils and are creative and imaginative in developing ways to engage all 
learners so that everyone can do very well. Pupils are given opportunity to apply their skills across 
all subjects.  
 

Topic work offers the opportunity to teach some aspects of certain curricular subjects within a 
theme. Topic work often centres on a book or author. Pupils are guided to explore and learn about 
spiritual, moral, social and cultural aspects of their work and activities. Real experiences and 
visiting the local and wider community are part of everyone’s learning experiences. Opportunities 
to read and develop speaking and listening skills are developed within all curriculum areas.  
 
Find out about our curriculum for our youngest learners in the section on the Foundation Stage. 
 
Teaching and Learning  
 
Teaching and learning are at the centre of all the work we do with our pupils and what we do in the 
classroom and more importantly, how we do it are crucial to ensure that all pupils make rapid 
progress and become independent skilled learners. We work to identify and understand the 
different learning styles of all pupils and adapt our teaching accordingly. We support pupils in 
developing a range of learning styles to help them become resilient learners. 
 
Pupils are taught through whole class teaching, group work and individual support. Group work is 
organised in accordance with children’s abilities. All pupils have targets to work towards each term, 
which are discussed regularly, in order to assess progress. We believe it is important for children to 
have ownership of their learning and that they know exactly what to do in order to make progress.  
 
Year 1 – 6 
 
English  

 
In English we develop pupil’s skills in reading, writing and speaking & listening. This includes 
spelling, grammar and punctuation, comprehension and handwriting.  
 
Speaking and Listening 
 
Speaking and Listening are the starting points of language development.  Pupils are taught to 
communicate clearly and confidently in speech. Children are encouraged to express their own 
ideas through circle times, role play and drama activities, as well as group work. Talk for writing 
helps children to develop their ideas before writing. It is important for children to learn to listen 
carefully and with understanding.  
 
Listening skills are developed through listening to stories, music, giving and receiving instructions, 
assemblies, circle time and listening games.  Pupils are encouraged to express themselves 
effectively and appropriately in a variety of activities and to use language well for a variety of 
purposes i.e. debate, discussion, to persuade, reason and describe.  Speaking and Listening 
activities are fundamental to many curriculum area activities with specific vocabulary to be taught, 
listed in medium term planning. Staff are considered the role model for language development and 
encourage all pupils to use grammatically correct language. 

 
 
 
 



Reading 
 
Teaching and practising reading is a fundamental part of our work.  Our drive is to continually 
create an atmosphere conducive to reading.  Roe Farm Primary School is a Reading Zone. 
Reading skills to decode text are taught as well as developing the higher order reading skills of 
understanding what is being read and levels beyond the literal.  
 
We place great importance on reading and the enjoyment of books, providing a variety of  
books to encourage each child to read. Each class has its own class library. In the  
Foundation Stage, pupils are given many pre-reading activities to develop their skills and  
we use a variety of teaching through the school to help each individual child to learn to  
read.  
 
We strongly encourage pupils to learn to read via ‘real’ books. All our books are  
colour coded so that children can take books home to read with parents which stimulate  
discussion on the picture and the story as well the decoding skills. A home/school reading record 
book is provided for teacher and parent comments. We do have reading schemes  
in school and teachers will advise parents and children on the use of these schemes to  
develop the skills to read. We also encourage parents to come in to school to work their younger 
children to play word games and to hear their children read. We celebrate World Book Day and 
hold book weeks, theatre groups, competitions and activities to encourage a love of books. We 
teach letters and sounds daily for younger pupils to support the teaching of synthetic phonics and 
teach letter sounds in an enjoyable multi-sensory way.  
 
We hold meetings for parents to share ways in which you can help your child with reading. 
 
Pupils are guided towards books, which are interesting and stimulating.  Authors are studied. We 
expect children to share their books with teachers, parents and other children as well as to read for 
their own pleasure. 

 
Writing 
 
We aim to encourage a variety of well presented, purposeful, imaginative, informative and  
independent writing that includes the correct use of grammar and punctuation. Starting from their 
own experiences, pupils are encouraged to develop the ability to construct and convey meaning in 
written language.  This involves the development of hand-control and co-ordination skills and the 
teaching of grammar, spelling and has first hand experiences to stimulate imagination and extend 
knowledge. Written communication is encouraged and developed as a response to a variety of 
stimuli and for different audiences across a range of subjects. Pupils learn to write in a range of 
genres. 
 
Pupils begin writing with a combination of pencil control activities, encouraging correct  
grip and letter formation, and motivational scenarios which aim at developing their  
independent emergent writing. Children begin to join their letters in Year 1. Older pupils can 
develop fluent neat careful handwriting and gain ‘writing licences’ which allow them to use pen. 
 
A variety of techniques are used to support a child’s development towards a mastering of  
spelling. These include a recognition of the sounds, so that children can spell phonetically  
(as they hear the words) through to whole word approaches, looking at lists and labels,  
grouping words and looking at common letter clusters, which develops the capacity to spell  
words visually. 
 
Modern Foreign Languages  

 
French is taught across Foundation Stages 1 & 2 and Key Stage 1. French is taught as a discrete 
lesson and sometimes French is used in other lessons enabling the children to practice new and 
familiar words in context. Spanish is introduced in Year 3/4 and developed across Year 5 and Year 
6. Pupils learn about cultural events and celebrations for people in other places as well as 
developing a sense of a new language.  



 
Mathematics   
 
Mathematics is taught overtly and discreetly with pupils expected to use and apply their 
mathematical knowledge within a range of subjects. We develop pupils’ confidence and  
competence with numbers. By using a variety of materials, resources and real life experiences 
children are introduced to mathematical concepts.  Having acquired these basic skills, the children 
are expected to develop the ability to theorise in order to apply their skills to problem solving and 
computation.  Mental calculations are a significant part of our work. Work is lively and interactive 
and lessons are relevant and enjoyable for pupils. They take an active part in lessons, answering 
questions, discussing various strategies, working on games, practical activities or individual tasks.  
 
Science 
 
Scientific learning takes place through observation, experimentation and the use of secondary 
sources.  Formulating hypotheses, designing fair tests, drawing conclusions and recording results 
are essential skills. 
 
Art   
 
We develop an enjoyment art through linking art to many other areas of learning. Pupils learn to 
develop creative and technical skills through use of different tools and materials in a variety of 
ways (in both 2D and 3D form) to express ideas and develop manipulative skills and techniques. 
Pupils become familiar with a variety of skills, processes, media and works of art from a variety of 
cultures and artists. Through these, a stimulating and attractive environment is created. Pupils 
work is displayed and appreciated throughout the school.  
 
 
Design Technology 
 
Technology involves the acquisition and application of skills in order to identify and solve problems.  
These skills include the ability to plan, design, construct and evaluate using appropriate tools and 
materials. 
 
Geography  
 
This involves developing an understanding of our place in the world we live in.  Pupils are given 
opportunities to observe, question, record evidence, analyse, draw conclusions and communicate 
their findings.  Work is lively, interactive and can often involve maths, art, music and drama as well 
as reading. 
 
History 
 
History involves developing a lively enquiring mind and an awareness of the heritage around us 
and the ways in which the past is different from the present. Pupils are expected to be able to talk 
about events in the past and how people used to live. They are taught to develop skills of data 
analysis and to be able to talk about fact and opinion and cause and consequence in relation to the 
people and times that they are studying. Artefacts, physical evidence, videos and pictures are used 
to aid understanding. Pupils have a range of books and multi media to support their learning. 
 
Information Technology 
 
Computers play a very important role in everyday life.  With the acquisition of new machinery, 
pupils are taught to use computers to communicate and handle information in a variety of ways 
and computers are regarded as essential tools in children’s learning. 
 
Another dimension of learning is experienced through the use of recorders, microphones, 
interactive whiteboards, radios, dvd’s, camera’s, telephones and calculators.  These can be used 
for the storage and retrieval of information. 



 
Music  
 
Pupils experience music in a variety of situations.  They listen to and participate in music making, 
singing, dancing and drama.  We aim for all pupils to develop an appreciation, understanding and 
enjoyment of music. Children will have opportunities to sing together, play percussion instruments, 
perform to others, listen to music and compose music of their own. Musicians are invited into 
school to share their music with pupils whenever possible. We believe that it is important for pupils 
to have the opportunity to explore any talents and interests they have in the creative arts. Music is 
used as a stimulus for other areas of the curriculum for instance, creative writing and history. 
 
 
Religious Education 
 
Religious Education follows Local Authority and National Curriculum guidelines with pupils 
becoming aware of the faiths and beliefs that people may hold.  It involves the understanding of 
moral values as accepted by society.  Work and activities often involve drama and role play. 
We involve children in visits to the places of worship of a variety of faiths to help extend their 
understanding of how people in the community experience worship and how faith affects their daily 
lives. We encourage pupils to show respect and consideration for each other and to be truthful and 
thoughtful at all times. We mainly use the Derbyshire Scheme of Work ‘All Our Worlds’ as a basis 
for our planning. There is a daily Assembly and children in all classes take part in Class 
Assemblies. Parents who wish to withdraw their child from Assembly or from Religious Education 
should contact the Headteacher.  
 
 
Personal Social and Health Education/Citizenship including Relationships & Sex Education 
 
Personal and Social Education is an integral part of the curriculum.  Our approach to pupils 
promotes and fosters the development of a positive self-image involving co-operation and mutual 
respect. PSHE helps to give pupils the knowledge, skills and understanding they need to lead 
confident, healthy, independent lives and to become informed, active and responsible  
citizens. We try to enable the children to recognise their own worth, work well with others  
and become increasingly responsible for their own learning and choices.  
 
We use the SEAL (Social and Emotional Aspects of Learning) Scheme of work for PSHE  
and the Derby City Scheme of Work for Drugs Education. During activities such as circle  
time, the children reflect on their experiences and how they are developing personally and  
socially. We often use PSHE in other lessons to enhance their personal 
 
We run regular class and school councils to actively involve the children in school life. We  
also use time during these lessons to explore spiritual, moral, cultural and global issues that are 
part of growing up in today’s society. In Key Stage 2, the children also find out about the main 
political and social institutions that affect their lives and about their responsibilities, rights and 
duties as individuals and members of communities. Pupils learn to understand and respect our 
common humanity, diversity and differences so that they can go on to form the effective fulfilling 
relationships that are an essential part of life and learning.  

 
We are a part of the National Fruit for Schools Scheme, which means that each child in  
Foundation Stage, Key Stage 1 & 2 receives a piece of fruit for their morning snack.  
 
Through Personal and Social Education, we provide a secure, caring and friendly environment at 
school where pupils want to learn and become responsible members of the community. Careers 
related learning activities are planned in all age groups. 
 
Relationship and Sex Education  
 
Pupils learn about the basic processes of breathing, circulation, growth and reproduction in 
science. We plan Relationship and Sex education as part of a wider development curriculum for 



PSHE across the whole age range from Foundation Stage 1 to Year 6. In the early years Sex 
Education plays an incidental part of pupil’s learning and is linked very closely to attitudes, esteem, 
personal relationships and keeping safe and healthy. In years five and six, a planned Sex 
Education programme is implemented and delivered in a sensitive manner involving the family.  It 
is introduced in the context of caring relationships and of respect for others and local health agency 
staff join our year five and six to deliver activities. 
 
We believe that all children should receive responsible and relevant relationship and sex  
education that is appropriate to both their age and personal development. It is also a  
shared responsibility with the parents as they are the key figures in helping their children  
cope with the physical and emotional aspects of growing up.  
 
Parents of all pupils are informed of the programme concerning Relationship and Sex  
Education that their child will be offered. We also aim to inform parents when their child is  
receiving the RSE programme so it can be discussed at home.  
 
Parents have the right to withdraw their child from relationship and sex education lessons  
apart from those areas which are part of the National Curriculum for Science. We aim for  
children to develop a sense of values and responsibilities to help them achieve personal  
happiness.  
 
Physical Education 
 
As part of pupil’s physical education, pupils participate in activities, which develop their confidence, 
co-ordination and control.  . PE is essential for all children and we aim for it to be enjoyed by 
everybody. These activities include movement, gymnastics, ball skills, swimming, games and 
outdoor pursuits at the appropriate age  We provide pupils with an equal opportunity to participate 
in all sports, which includes gymnastics, dance, games, netball, tag-rugby, cricket, athletics and 
swimming (Year 3 and 4 and 5). Pupils examine the effects of exercise on their bodies and how it 
can promote a healthy lifestyle.  
 
For their weekly PE lessons, children need a pair of shorts (black) and a plain white t-shirt,  
which should be kept in school at all times in a clearly marked PE bag. No jewellery is to  
be worn in school and watches must be removed for PE. Your child will also need a pair of  
pumps and possibly a warm jumper if working outdoors. All items should be clearly marked  
with your child’s name. There are many opportunities for your child to join in sports based  
extra curricular activities.  
 
Inclusion/Equal Opportunities 
 
The governors and staff have adopted the Inclusion Policy of Derby City Council.    All pupils 
regardless of gender, race, religion or disability are given full access to the curriculum. 
 
All pupils with Special Educational Needs are integrated into mainstream classes with appropriate 
support (S.E.N.). The progress and attainment of a pupil identified as having a special need is 
subject to the same scrutiny as all pupils.  
 
In planning the curriculum, the strong multicultural aspect reflects the pluralist society in which we 
live.  All staff take an active stance in challenging and preventing racism and racist language and 
any other behaviour which may cause genuine offence to others. 


